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Board Meeting 

 

Thursday 24 April 2025 at 7:30pm – Colonsay Village Hall and by Zoom 

 

Please note later start for this meeting 

 

Running times are approximate. * means associated paper 

 

Agenda  

 

Public 

1.   19:30  Attendance and apologies 

2.   19:32 Minutes of last meeting and matters arising  

3.   19:35 Declarations of interest 

4.   19:37 Monthly Bulletin*    Dannie 

5.   19:45 Scalasaig report*     Carrie 

6.   20:00 Local Place plan report*  Dannie 

7.   20:30 Finances update    Callum 

8.   20:35 Machair Wind update   Dannie 

9.   20:40 AOCB     

DONM  

 

Private 

10. 20:40  Minutes of last meeting and matters arising  

11. 20:41  Declarations of interest  

12. 20:42  Scalasaig (finance)   Carrie/ Callum 

13. 20:50  Staffing     Dannie 

14. 20:00  Fuel supplies*    Callum  

15. 21:10  AOCB 



 
 
Wednesday 12th March 2025 – Public Minutes  DRAFT 

Attendance: Dannie Onn (DO), William Joll (WJ), Darragh Keenaghan (DH), Callum Hay 
(CH), Lesley McInnes (LM), Andrew Abrahams (AA)  

Apologies: Linsay Chalmers (LC), William Young (WY), Maggie Fay (MF), Carrie 
Seymour (CS), Lizzie Keenaghan (LK), Helen Mann (HM) 

Minutes of last meeting and matters arising 

Minutes agreed.  No matters arising. 

Declarations of Interest: 

None. 

Monthly Bulletin: 

Circulated prior to the meeting. In addition: 

• Full details for the charity awards have been sent in, 8 April is the date for 
shortlisting.   

• There have been more than 44 enquiries for the croft and 3 visits so far.   
• Access to the LPP mapping now sorted.   

Fuel supplies: The fuel pump has been damaged by a power outage, but parts have not 
yet arrived.  Friday’s boat hopefully for the parts.  CH to fit as soon as possible. Pay at 
Pump project still with A&B planners.  Top-up funding bids are being prepared.  End of 
June date for the project.  DO has spoken with planners, and they have the information 
they require for the application.  Coal & gas moving will not need planning permission as 
there is permitted development for storage use. Fuel project will be added to the 
bulletin before it goes out. 

All approved the draft bulletin. 

Scalasaig update: 

Sale of one of the houses has gone through and we are still accepting applications for 
the second house for sale.  One of the Business Units is on a long term let and the other 
on a short term let for storage.  There are no planning issues with this. 

A Radio 4 reporter has arranged a visit and an interview with MOWI for an aquaculture 
piece on Farming Today.  He also would like to interview us and islanders about the 
housing.  We will arrange to be involved.   



 
 
Jenni Minto will visit 9 or 10 April to see the housing and hold a surgery. 

Local Place Plan Report: 

Circulated prior to the meeting.  DO to prepare for a community consultation process.  
DO spoken to A&B for advice and training and has signed up for three masterclasses.   

The board agreed that DO proceed with the LPP as outlined in his report. 

Carbon Neutral Island Report: 

Circulated prior to the meeting including our draft report to the Scottish Government 
team.  Any comments on the draft should be fed back to MF.  AA noted that solar, tidal 
and small hydro are grouped together, but felt that tidal and hydro need to be removed.  
MF explained that a tidal expert working at Islay had been present at the climate 
weekend and had shown an interest in developing something at Colonsay.  It was noted 
that hydro power could only be on estate land.   

Finances Update: 

There is no written report this time.  CH reports that all major projects substantially 
complete.  He thanked DK and LK for seeing the croft purchase through.  DO thanked 
CH for all his work, especially as he was having to break into his holiday time to arrange 
the payment of large sums of money. 

A written report will follow in due course. 

Machir Wind Update 

DO reported on the progress of the group representing Colonsay Community as set out 
in the Monthly Bulletin.  He added that engagement with other impacted islands is being 
considered.  This is not to share in the same pot, but to work alongside to ensure 
maximum leverage.  A meeting of the community group will be held soon and DO will 
report further at our next meeting. 

AOCB 

The village hall committee has asked if we would like to run a summer ceilidh. The 
board has no enthusiasm for running a ceilidh.  MOWI had wanted a ceilidh as a 
celebration for the housing – DO to contact Dougie Hunter.  

DONM:  Thursday 17th April 2025 7pm 



 

 

Community Bulletin - April 2025  DRAFT 
 

Fuel supplies (subject to amendment following the board meeting) 

As many of you will know, there have been some irritating issues with the petrol and diesel 

pump, for which we apologise.  We still await the decision on our planning application for 

the pay-at-pump installation, but the project is progressing well.  The new pump should 

overcome the issues with the ageing kit we have now.  We hope that it will be installed in 

the next couple of months. 

Our use of the Coal Righ finishes at the end of April.  We have options for relocating coal 

and gas, although there may be a transitional period as final arrangements are put in place.  

We thank Colonsay Estate for allowing use of their land for this community-led service over 

so many years.  We also thank our customers for their patience whilst we make the 

necessary changes. 

In last month’s bulletin, we announced Callum Hay will be leaving CCDC this year, having 

managed our fuel supplies for the last few years.  The community has looked after its own 

fuel supply for decades and we would like this to continue, not least to keep the prices 

down. We are therefore looking for one or two people to step in and oversee the ordering 

of stocks and the maintenance of the equipment.  Full training will be given.  Please look out 

for further advertising of this role.   

 

Scalasaig opening ceremony 

The official opening of An Faire Mor was held on 9th April. Supported and organised by 
MOWI it was a splendid day (also helped by the amazing weather) with lots of local folk 
coming to witness the cutting of the ribbon and to take part in a street dance version of 
Strip the Willow. The ribbon was cut by Argyll & Bute MSP Jenni Minto and was attended by 
representatives of ABC, MOWI, HIE and TSL.  After the ceremony and a few words from Cal-
lum, all headed down to the village hall for a buffet lunch provided by The Pantry and Colon-
say Smokery.  The event was broadcast on BBC Alba and covered in the local press. 
 
 
Playpark 
 
You may have noticed that the basket swing is out of use.  There are also signs of deteriora-
tion elsewhere.  The equipment is still under warranty, and we have been in touch with 



Caledonia Play to provide replacement parts.  We hope that the play area will be fully oper-
ational in the near future.  
 
 

Ben Sgoiltaire croft 

The allocation of the Ben Sgoiltaire croft and affordable rent home is well under way.  A 

short list has been selected for interviews and a panel has been formed.  Interview day is 9 

May and we hope that tenants will be moving in soon afterwards. 

 

Visitor Moorings 

The summer buoys are back in place and open for business.  Our thanks to MOWI local team 

for organising the installation and checks.   

 

Local Place Plan 

CCDC, with the support of Colonsay Community Council are preparing the Local Place Plan 

(LPP) for Colonsay and Oransay.  An introductory event, led by Dannie Onn, will be held in 

the Village Hall on 10 or 11 May.  This will be open to all.  We will explain the LPP process 

and demonstrate how your community plans and ambitions can be captured in the 

document.  Further information will be posted in the week leading up to the event.   

 

Machair Wind  

The group representing Colonsay Community are in discussion with Machair Wind/ Scottish 

Power Renewables (SPR) about the statutory consultations coming up this year.  This will 

consist of two visits to the island, probably in June and August, to present the wind farm 

proposals in more detail.  There may also be a visit from SPR executives this summer.  Please 

look out for further postings on these important events.  We hope you will all be able to 

attend and see for yourself the impact that the turbines would have.   

 

If you would like any further information on any of our work, please talk to one of our 

directors; get in touch at the Service Point (drop in or call 200244); or email to 

contactccdc1@gmail.com 

 

Dannie Onn 

mailto:contactccdc1@gmail.com
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Project Local Place Plan 

Report Compiled by Dannie Onn 

Reporting Period April 2025 

  

Project Status Previous Status:  Current Status:  

1. SUMMARY OF ACTIVITY SINCE LAST REPORT 

Project update 

The mapping access has now been resolved. We must produce a minimum of two maps for 
the proposed LPP. The first is a map of our CC area and a copy of that is attached.  The second 
map must provide a key for our proposals. In our case there will be additional maps for key 
development areas – principally those in and around Scalasaig.  

Colonsay and Oransay Heritage Trust have provided some background information on 
heritage assets and will help further with  

Dannie joined a Colonsay Tourism Marketing Group last month to introduce the LPP and will 
seek further input from them as the plan develops. Dannie will ask to include the coastal 
walking routes linked by the new CTMG kissing gates and add a potential path to the visitor 
moorings.   

The village hall is booked for an introductory meeting on 10 May.  This will include a 
presentation on the LPP process, an on-screen demonstration of the Local Development Plan, 
and example policies and proposals drawn from our Community Plan.  Background 
documents will be available for people to see.  With permission of the hall and Sunday 
Sessions, the displays will be available on the following day.   

Whilst Dannie has designed the event to be managed single-handedly, he would welcome any 
suggestions for inclusion and any offer for help on the day.  

A further report will be brought to the board in late May following the public meeting. A 
report will be given to the next CCC meeting.  The community will be kept informed via our 
monthly bulletins. 

 

2. KEY ISSUES 

There are no issues requiring discussion or resolution at this meeting.  The important issues 
at this stage are: engaging with the community and relevant bodies; removing barriers to 
involvement; making clear the purposes and limitations of the process; and keeping accurate 
records of the process.  A file will be opened in the office for key documents. 
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3. FORMAL APPROVALS / DECISIONS REQUIRED 

Directors are asked to:  

• note the content of this report and the date of the public meeting. 

• Consider whether they wish to be involved in the public event. 

4. NEXT REPORTING PERIOD ACTIVITIES  

• Prepare and deliver the LPP introductory event for 10 May 

• Prepare a draft LPP map and example policies based on the LDP 

• Advise Argyll and Bute Council on progress 

• Schedule further meetings with representative bodies, landowners, and stakeholders 

 

5. APPENDICES 

• Community boundary map 
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